











Berk’s next project was to use platinum for making a Plain Weave ornament. In this case, she selected 95%
platinum—5% ruthenium for both the sheet warp and wire weft. For the platinum sheet, she discovered that
.004 inch-thick sheet was mechanically workable and produced the desired result.

In addition to her groundbreaking work in platinum, Barbara Berk is the first of the metal weavers to
incorporate pearls and significant gemstones into her work. The gems are integral to the design and have
been artfully selected to enhance the metalwork. Many are purchased from gem-carver Sherris Cottier
Shank, an award-winning lapidary artist known for her one-of-a-kind carvings. Trained as a goldsmith,
Cottier Shank’s creations are graceful, fluid, and sensual. They contribute to the “preciousness” of Berk’s
jewelry, adding color, sparkle, and textural variety.

More recent work by Berk demonstrates her ability to evolve technically and stylistically. In 2007 she
created Toccata, an 11.5 cm high pendant of 22 and 18 kt gold that features a 9.92-carat Mexican fire opal
briolette carved by Shank (cover of this issue). She continues to work in the tradition of Arline Fisch and
Mary Lee Hu, weaving her own magic into exceptional jewels.

Barbara Berk

Bow Brooch © Barbara M. Berk; photo by Dana Davis. 22kt and 18kt
gold, cultured pearls. A highly stylized, late 20th century inter-pretation
of the classical motif. Berk’s Soumak technique is ideally suited to this
brooch for it enables her to create a dense weave on the back band, weav-
ing in place the framework that holds a traditional pin stem and safety
catch, thereby fully integrating the attachment mechanism into the de-
sign. The Soumak also enables her to fan out the warp wires to create
the open lacy areas above the pearls..9375”H x 2.5”W x .75”’D. Courtesy

Barbara Berk.

Large Ruffle Brooch © Barbara M. Berk;
photo by Dana Davis. Sterling silver, red
coated copper wire, black silk, stainless
steel. This was Berk’s first student project
in Arline Fisch’s classroom at San Diego
State University (Fall 1991). The Ruffle is
her signature piece. It is also her registered
trademark, her corporate logo and her maker’s
mark— it is stamped on every piece of jewelry
Berk creates. 4.5” W x 4.3125” H x 0.50” D.
Courtesy Barbara Berk.
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